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Thz ™resiident asked whether Nr.

e in agreement with the memorandum, and on

h was the case, apyrovel and signed the original

retained for his files. Later during the confer-

1 the directive for the

- removel of natives:
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3 Tre question of publicity was discussed for some thirty
N0 - .
3 ~ ninutes. During tnis discnssion the President had in hand the draft
A RNEN |
kﬁ 3l 9 rress release vhieh 35 attecned. It vas timiral Leahy's opinion that
4 N
™ - &‘ no useful purpose ves served by namlng Enivetok as the test site at this
S - . . . . . .
3 o 23 time, Naminz tne locatlon now wonld zive forelgn powers the opportunity
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S of directing their early attzntion to the mutter of zathering infor-ation
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3 § on the test, vhich in Admiral lezhy's copinion would be a szrious loss of
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thzt the relesse of any further inforrntion should be avoided until
after the close of the General Assembly, and that General Marshall
desired to approve any release nhich might be proposed for issue during
the‘m;eting Qf’ghe Courcil of Foreign linisters in London. The Fresident
vas sympathetic to General Marshall's problems. It was also pointed out
that a relezse immediately following the meeting of the Council of Foreign
Hinisters would hzve an unfortunate reaction, particulzrly if the umeeting
had not been too successful; likewlise a release during the sessions of the
Council of Foreign linisters might give the Russiaﬂ Foreign Minister an excuse to
valk out. r. Lovett also mentioned the point that the State Departmant's
dealings in thes Trusteeship Council rejuire that they dsclare a "closed
area" for the test site and that they be prepzred to defend out action in
sslecting a site in the Trust Territories.

\r. Li]ienthal rmade a strong point that #e were interested in

4o the press

the disseninztion of inforrationkpriqerily as a precsutionary m2asure to
enable the subsejuent control of public relations concerning this test,

The Fresident zs well as Mr. Forrestal aad Vr. Lovett agreed with this
0 g »

: +he Presidinp Turned to NAdmirst l.é'a);j and sard 1 effecf “ [ am 3¢rry
point. o cwer-rule yeu on this pesnt, tul | belicve A ﬁ}:,g-/j Press refeose to be

necessarg.t .
It was suggested by Yr. Lovett that more information than is
contzined in ths draft press relecse ras essentjal to a rezlly good initial
rew«s story which night stem off subsejuent questioning. Ir. Forrestal ren-
tioned tnzt it vas a przctice in the Services to issue a press release, and
then mzke availa2bLle additional background informztion to corresponiants,

There vas no diszzrezzent that it vould be useful for the Commission's

recresentatives in conjunctinn with the Deyartmants of State and Nztionzl

kdniral leahy, going back tc his orizina rgestad that
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it vould be a good ildez to deal in this press release with "the construc-
tion of proving grounds™ rather than tying present activities to an
operation as such, 7ith this change it ves arparent that he would have
less objection to a pfess release, The point vwas agreed by all.

During the course of the discussion it ras zentioned by Kr.
Lovett that it would be valuazble to include in the nsws background the
inforration tnat the nativés on Lniwetox Atoll are not now living %n any
historic home, but rather on islands to vhich they vere roved by United
Stetes Forces during the wmar. It was also mentioned that since censtruc—
tion activities are scheduled to start on Decerber 5, 1947, this fact

might be included in the news background.

. Tae Presidant rade it clear during the confirence that he wished
included in édy rublic information a stzterent of fact regarding the tenefits
of such a test as is now planned in the fuller £nderstanding of =ztonic enzrgy
and ccnsejuently its applicatioan fo non-zilitary edvances —-- of berelit to
all rankind. Tae Fresident also studied the chart of the western Paciric
and indicemted his clear understanding of why Eaniwetok had bsen chogen,——

its isolzted location and iis position dova-aini from zny

nez-ty i:nzhit=d arszas.

Jemes McCormack, Jr,
srizsdier General, AUS
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